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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY AND VOTINC

1845 Washington’s first African- 1960 The U.S. Congress passed the Civil Rights Act. It required ele p al -
American settler, George registration records and allowed the Department of Justice Act allowed A j y Lee Ray
Washington Bush, came to citizens whose registrations were previously rejected t \ = _ me the
Thurston County. He became " st woman

aged ‘
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the only African-American to 1961 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. arrived in Seattle for his o
receive a Donation Land Grant new legislation that would create a uniform pattern fo
in Washington. Bush never tests. In 1986, the King County Council passed moti
obtained citizenship despite County to commemorate Dr. King instead of Willial
efforts by his supporters in the
Legislature and was denied his
voting rights.
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HistoryLink.org; George Washington Bu
(1790? - 1863), n.d.; Courtesy Henderson
House Museum

1867 The first Civil Rights Act was passed by the U.S.
Congress. The Act allowed all citizens of the

:!:;I ARPER‘SF 5 WEEKLY U.S. to vote, regardless of race or color. Some

states and territories still denied the franchise to
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1868 The 14" Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
granted full citizenship rights, which included
voting rights, to all persons born or naturalized
in the U.S.

1984 The Voting Accessibility for
the Elderly and Handicapped Act
required polling places in the U.S.
to be accessible to people with
disabilities.

ourtesy Lyndon B. Johnson Library; NARA

The 15" Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
eliminated racial barriers to voting; however,
many states continued practicing voter

discrimination. 1965 The Immigration and Naturalization Act gave equal 9 . ' ]l_
citizenship rights, including voting rights, to all :
nationalities. 1988 State Senator

Margarita Lopez
Prentice, representing
the 11* District, was
the first Latina elected
to public office in
Washington.

1965 The federal Votang' Rights Act passed.

% Literacy tests wel ed, federal enforcement
of registratio 1ts was provided, and the
prohibiti ded

* It became ernment to
discriminat ction related

ourtesy Washington
State Senate

1920 The 19" Amendment to
granted suffrage to women.

1923 Initiative 40 was passed
l_ Washington State voters, repe
i- tax. A poll tax is a fee charged t
as a requirement to voting. Poll taxes were
used in many states as a way to discriminate
against certain voters.
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Disabilities Act (ADA
passed, further providi
~ for ballot and poll site
~ access for those with

d isabilitii.

1910 Courtesy Washington State Library
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ewed their driver’s license.
irst of its kind to create a
& 3 id driver licensing records.

LOT 5540, League
of Women Voters

e to register to vote when they obtained
. The NVRA allowed the Department of
ederal court to enforce its requirements.

1924 The Indian
Citizenship Act
granted citizenship
and voting rights to

Native Americans. '

1970 State Representative
Peggy Joan Maxie,

representing the 37"
District, was the first
African-American

woman elected to public 5
- office in Washington. HistoryLink.org; ca. 1986;

Courtesy Office
of the Governor

I 1996 Gary Locke became
Washington State Governor
and the first Chinese-American
governor on the U.S. mainland.

!

ment 3 t i 2002 The Help America Vote Act (HAVA) was enacted. The law created a
denied, in € & B Al l bipartisan Election Assistance Commission and expanded the role of the
the Japar nist federal government in elections.
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U ' wding disability access registration databases
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defied wa d o | ‘Allowing people to vote by mail % Educating voters
arrested, convicted, . H Sup
Court as the first judiciz
expulsion of Japanese-
of all charges by a Fe

viding provisional ballots % Training poll workers

2002 As a result of the 2000 Census,
the Department of Justice
instructed Adams, Franklin,
King, and Yakima counties

to comply with the language
mandates under the Voting
Rights Act. The counties are
now required to produce
election materials in languages
other than English.

Courtesy Washington State Archive
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/ For more information on Voting and Elections in Washington, go to www.secstate.wa.gov
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